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 Museum 

 
Å  seat of the muses,  9 sister- goddesses,             

 daughters of Zeus 

 

Å  ....a place where man's mind could attain a 

mood of aloofness above everyday affairs.....   

 

Å  ..a building dedicated to the pursuit of 

learning.. 

 
OED 

  
 

-  

National Science Centre  
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 The mission statements of science centres and 

 modern  science museums vary; but ........all 

 

Å    are united in being places that make science 

 accessible and encourage the excitement of 

 discovery 

 

Å  are an integral and dynamic part of the learning 

 environment 

 

Å        promote exploration from the first  ñEureka 

 momentò  to today's cutting  edge  research.  
 

National Science Centre 
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National Science Centre 

 

Background 

 

Â a science centre has been discussed since 
the early 1970s  CAAS, NSC, professional 
bodies, research institutions, etc. 

Â five year S,T & I strategy (2011) -  
establishment of a national science centre 

Â one of the pillars of the knowledge hub 

Â budget of November 2013  mentions a 
national  science centre and proposes ñto 
seek foreign assistance for this venture 
since it should be done according to 
international standards ò. 
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Science centres around the world 
as at 31 December 2012  

 
Only country in the region without one : Bangladesh &  Nepal -1 each;  Pakistan- 2; India -  27   

  

 Country numbers Country numbers 

1. Argentina 1 8. EU 100 

2. Australia  7 9. India   27 

3. Bangladesh 1 10. Israel  1  

4. Brazil  1 11. Japan 7 

5. Canada   15  12. Korea, Rep of   1 

6. China  8 (3+5)  13. Malaysia   2 

7. Egypt  1 14. Mexico 1 

National Science Centre 
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Science centres around the world (cont d) 

Country numbers Country numbers 

15. Nepal  1 22. South Africa  2 

16. New Zealand    3 23. Switzerland   2 

17. Pakistan   2 24. Thailand   1 

18. Philippines   1 25. Turkey 3  

19. Russian Fed   4 26. UK   51 (inc in EU) 

20. Serbia 1 27. USA >150 

21. Singapore 1 

National Science Centre 
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National Science Centre 

 

Rationale  science for all 

 

Â create and sustain a human resource base for the 

knowledge hub 

Â stimulate a culture of science, technology and 

innovation 

Â bridge gaps in the  formal education system  

Â ensure a science-based knowledge society for 

informed decision-making 

Â support government s goal to be a scientifically and 

technologically advanced country in region, by 2020 
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National Science Centre  

Scope 

 A science centre that would: 

  
 (i)  Enable visitors of all ages to understand and 

appreciate scientific principles and their origins, the 
evolution of scientific thought and the bases for the laws 
of science 

         

 (ii) Stimulate creativity and critical thinking, especially 
among the young 

 

 (iii) Show-case our ancient scientific heritage and 
technological achievements 

 

 (iv) Highlight our rich biodiversity   
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National Science Centre  

Scope 

 (v) Conduct science-based outreach programmes, 
for all ages 

 

 (vi)  Be a venue for intellectual discussions and 
debates; and for generating a collegiate 
environment among the  scientific community 

 

 (vii) Screen films, conduct lectures, and provide 
state-of-the-art facilities for seminars and 
workshops throughout the year 

 

 (viii) Provide retail shops for science-educational 
toys, books and learning materials 
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National Science Centre 

 

 Vision 
 To inspire, stimulate, and empower society towards 

innovation and growth, through science and technology.  

 

 Mission 
 To prepare ourselves for a knowledge society by: 

 

 (i) instilling pride in our technological heritage and 
scientific achievements 

 

 (ii) imparting knowledge for informed decision-making 

  and  

    (iii) inspiring innovation through spectacular exhibit 
galleries, state of the art displays and educational 
activities 

 

 All under one roof 
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National Science Centre 

 

Goals 
 
(i)     To construct and / or renovate environmentally sustainable and 

energy efficient buildings, which can house the national science 
centre 

 

(ii)     To develop interactive exhibits, both indoors and outdoors 

 

(iii)    To develop outreach programmes and activities that will encourage 
and sustain  participation in science, for all age groups 

 

(iv)    To develop human resources, appropriate for  the national science    
centre 

 

(v)     To develop the necessary infrastructure 
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National Science Centre 

  Complementary programmes 
  NSC will complement, not compete with, existing 

 programmes / institutions 
 

Â Colombo Planetarium 

Â National Museum/National Museum of 
Natural History / Sigiriya Museum 

Â National Irrigation Museum 

Â Colombo Meteorological Observatory 

Â NERD Centre Technology Park 

Â Dehiwela Zoo  

Â Agro-technology Park  

Â Botanical Gardens  
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National Science Centre 

Location 

Â Colombo  - most suitable  

Â Satellite centres at provincial level  

 

Visitor numbers 

 Based on data from the national museum 
and planetarium, NSC can expect 250,000 

to 300,000 visitors per year, when 
completed 
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National Science Centre 

  Land requirements 
 

  Total land area -  3 hectares (30, 000 sq.m) 

 

 Sufficient to include:  

  (i) 10,000 sq. metres for building  galleries (6,000 sq.m), 
 movie theatre, lecture theatre, seminar/ conference 
 rooms 

 (ii)   surrounding space for spice and horticultural gardens;    
 butterfly garden; working windmill; models of dams and 
 waterfalls 

 (iii)  office space for staff  and admin services  

 (iv)  shops for learning materials, restaurants / snack bars 

 (v) adequate parking space - buses, vans, cars, motor 
 bikes & push bikes 
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National Science Centre 

Staffing 

 

Â international advisors / consultants may be required 

during the early stages 

Â with training and exposure, the National Science 

Centre is expected to be wholly managed as a 

public-private partnership 

Â to be managed by a team of Lankan staff as soon 

as possible 
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National Science Centre  

 Examples of science centres  
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National Science Centre  

 Examples of science centres  
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National Science Centre  

Our ancient heritage - hydraulic civilisation-òmasters of irrigation ñ 

 

 

 

   



19 

National Science Centre  

The Sigiriya frescoes ï science behind the colours? 
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National Science Centre  

  Tea industry ï value added sector ï no longer a plantation  

                  crop of 2 leaves and a bud 

 

Â range of flavours 

Â value added products 

ï shampoos/gels 

ï anti-oxidant creams 

ï therapeutic drinks 

 

What is the science 

 behind all these? 
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National Science Centre  

 

Health and well-being 


