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ωDynamic planet: Observing, explaining, understanding, and 
projecting earth, environmental, and societal system trends, 
drivers and processes and their interactions; anticipating 
global thresholds and risks.  

1 

ωGlobal development: Knowledge for the pressing challenges 
to provide sustainable, secure and fair stewardship of food, 
water, health, energy, materials, biodiversity and other 
ecosystem functions and services. 
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ωTransformation towards sustainability: Understanding 
transformation processes and options, assessing how these 
relate to human values, emerging technologies and social and 
economic development pathways, and evaluating strategies 
for governing and managing the global environment across 
sectors and scales. 
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Research themes 



Fundamental questions 

ÅHow and why the region is changing 

ÅWhat are likely future changes 

ÅWhat are the implications to human development and the 
diversity of life on earth 

Å  What opportunities are there to reduce risks and 
vulnerabilities, enhance resilience,  and create 
transformations to prosperous and equitable futures 
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