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Introduction 

·Climate change is a reality we cannot escape.  
 
·Sri Lankaõs contribution to global warming is 

negligible. 
 
·However, Sri Lanka is already facing the negative 

impacts of climate change.  
ƁIncreases in frequency/intensity of disaster events 
ƁVariability of rainfall patterns 
ƁTemperature increases 
ƁSea level rise 

 
·These impacts will be more severe in the future.   



How is Sri Lanka responding? 



National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 

·In order to protect our national interests, we 

must plan for and adapt to expected climate 

change impacts 

 

·Climate change adaptation is not a 

choice.  It is an imperative . 



National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 

·Support Government initiative to bring focus 
on the need for adaptation to climate change 

 

·Help safeguard Sri Lankaõs development 
trajectory from impacts of climate change 

 

·Move stakeholders towards adaptation project 
development/investment footing 

 

·Exploit potential to capture concessional 
funding sources 



Key Steps in the Adaptation Strategy 

Development Process 

·Develop Sector Vulnerability Profiles for key sectors 

 

·Identify key strategic thrusts 

 

·Identify and prioritize strategic investments for 
climate change adaptation 

 

·Engage with broad range of stakeholders throughout 
entire process 



Key Steps in the Adaptation Strategy 

Development Process 

·Develop Sector Vulnerability Profiles 
ƁHow climate change may compromise thrust of a given 

sector 

ƁProvide insight into where adaptation may be necessary 

ƁDeveloped through extensive consultation 

 
SVPs developed for: 

1. Water  

2. Agriculture & fisheries 

3. Urban development, human settlements and economic 
infrastructure 

4. Human health 

5. Biodiversity and ecosystem services 



ƁOver 2 million people live 

in areas vulnerable to 

drought 

 

ƁOver 70% of this 

population uses 

groundwater as the 

primary source of 

drinking water 
 

Key vulnerabilities 



ƁOver a million people 

live in areas highly 

vulnerable to floods. 

 

Ɓ25% of house holds are 

temporary structures.  

 

 

Key vulnerabilities 



Ɓ235km of main roads, 
531km of secondary 
roads in areas highly 
vulnerable to floods 

 

Ɓ1,381km of main roads 
and 2,906km of 
secondary roads in areas 
with moderate 
vulnerability 

Key vulnerabilities 


